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WILLITQN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANI'JUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OpyiCSR  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR 

To  the  Chaimiari  and  Members  of  the,  Council. 

Mr. Chairman, Ladies  &  Gent Ion on, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my 
annual  report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the 
district  for  the  year  1956. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  has  been  satisfactory, there 
being  no  epidemic  disease  of  saiy  consequence. 

In  the  following  sections  I  detail  the  work  of  the  department 
during  the  year, together  with  vital  statistics  and  the  general 
public  health  services. 

Section  A.  Vital  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 

Section  B.  Water  Supplies, Sewage  and  Reitise  Disposal. 

Section  C.  Housing. 

Section  D.  Food  Inspection  and  Supplies. 

Section  E.  Public  Health  Nuisances, Complaints, Etc. 

Section  F.  Camping . 

Section  G.  Other  Acts  administered  by  the  Department. 

Section  H,  Summary  of  Inspections  and  Visits  made  by  the 
Department’s  Officers, 

Section  A. 

Vital  Statistics  d  Social  Conditions. 

There  is  little  truly  slum  property  in  the  district, housing 
conditons  being  reasonably  good; lack  of  air-space  seldom  enters 
the  picture  and  any  lack  of  ventilation  that  may  be  met  with 
is  mostly  due  to  low  ceilings  and  badly  placed  windows. 

The  standard  of  repair  is  reasonably  good, one  of  the  most  prev¬ 
alent  defects  mot  with  being  worn  and  defective  thatch  in 
properties  so  roofed.  Dampness  in  most  properties  is  slight 
although  in  75-60^6  of  cases  there  is  no  damp-proof  course. 

Water  supplies  have, on  the  whole, proved  adequate  in  quantity 
to  serve  the  present  population  and  the  seasonal  influx  of 
holiday-makers.  Chemical  quality  of  these  supplies  has  proved 
entirely  satisfactory  but  some  improvement  ceuld  be  made  towards 
the  bacteriological  quality  of  imchlorinated  supplies.  Future 
schemes, including  the  Clatworthy  and  VJestern  Parishes  schemes 
Mill  do  much  tov/ards  this  end. 

The  death  rate  for  the  area  compares  favourably  with  that  for 
the  country  as  a  v/hole  in  spite  of  this  being  an  area  much 
favoured  by  people  of  retiring  age. 


Area  .  97,364 

Population  (Estimated  mid-year 

home  population)  . 13,190 

L'umber  of  D\'7elling  Houses  .  4,362 

Rateable  Value  .  £126,231 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  . £495 


Live  Births. 

Vi . 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate  .  . 
Illegitimate 

vD  "Ltn 
e-  i 

1 

i 

1 

-rvD  1 

155 

9 

Total  - 

fil... 

...  33. . . 

164 

Birth  Rato  per 

1000  population 

(live 

births)  .. 

. 24 

National  Rate 

per  1000  . 

. 15 

1 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


/ 


https://archive.org/details/b30279343 
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Deaths . 


From  all  causes  .  106  102  208 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population  .  15*7 

National  "  ”  "  "  ”  .  11.7 

Health  Services. 

The  District  is  served  by  Hospitals  at  Minehoad  and  Mus grove  Park, 
Taunton, and  Hospitals  for  the  nged  Sick  at  Willi ton, Bridguater  and 
Taunton. 

Ambulance  services , voluntarily  run, are  available  from  V/atchet  and 
Minehead,also  from  Musgrove  Park. 

Steam  disinfection  facilities  continue  to  be  available  at  the 
Willi ton  and  District  Hospitals 


Notifiable  Diseases.  Cases  Notified. 

Smallpox  .  Nil 

Scarlet  Fever  .  3 

Diphtheria  .  Nil 

Enteric  Fever  . 

Measles  .  29 

Whooping  Cough  .  23 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  2 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum  .  Nil 

Cerobro-spinal  Meningitis  . 

Dysentery  .  " 

Malaria  .  " 

Pneumonia  .  4 

Acuto  Poliomyelitis  .  Nil 

Encephalitis  Lothargica  .  " 

Erysipelas  .  2 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  .  5 

”  (Non~respiratory)  .  Nil 

Food  Poisoning  .  ” 


One  case  of  Infantile  Paralysis  uas  notified  to  the  department  from 
a  Midland  tovm  as  occurring  in  that  district  following  the  patient’s 
holidaying  in  this  district.  All  necessary  precautionary  measures 
were  taken. 

Section  B. 

Water  Supplies  .Sewage  &  Rofiiso  Disposal . 

Water  shortages  occurred  during  the  year  at  VJest  Hawki-JolljPorlock, 
Williton  and  Timbers combe ,  This  followed  a  period  of  only  slight 
rainfall.  Notices  of  shortage  were  posted  in  these  Parishes, and  the 
public  response  to  requests  for  restraint  in  the  use  of  water  v/as  all 
that  could  bo  desired.  The  West  Hawlu-zell  supply  was  maintained  by 
carrying  water  from  Allorford  and  Timberscombe  until  the  new  extension 
from  Blagdon  Cross  made  this  unnecessary. 

Bacteriological  sampling  of  all  main  supplies , both  publicly  and 
privately  ovmod,has  continued. 

Results  are  much  the  sane  as  for  the  previous  year  but  it  must  bo 
said  that  the  supplies  which  gave  cause  for  most  concern  have  been 
improved.  The  chlorinated  supplies  gave  no  trouble. 

The  Public  Analyst  has  exam^ined  twenty  samples  of  water  for  chemical 
content  and  found  all  to  be  satisfactory.  Most  of  the  supplies  are 
moderately  soft  in  character  and  carry  little  organic  impurity. 

No  plumbo- solvent  action  has  been  noted. 
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The  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  department  has  made  steady  progress 
uith  the  Clatuorthy  main  scheme, designed  to  supply  all  the 
central  area  Parishes  from  the  Taunton  Corporation’s  proposed 
reservoir  at  Clatuorthy . 

A  scheme  to  provide  one  combined  supply  to  the  VJestern  Parishes 
has  been  formulated  and  the  vieus  of  the  Ministry, and  County  and 
other  local  bodies  are  being  sought. 

Bacteriological  samples  taken  from  main  supplies  totalled  275jOf 
which  37  proved  unsatisfactory. 

Private  well,  spring  and  other  supplies^or  proposed  r^upplies  have 
received  attentionjhl  samples  having  been  taken  for  bacteriological 
analysis 5 10  proving  unsatisfactory.  Two  well  supplies  have  been 
closed, public  main  supplies  having  been  substituted. 

Public  supply  improvements  and  extensions  carried  out  during  the  year 
include  - 

1,  Extension  from  Blagdon  Cross  to  West  Hawkwell 

2.  Willi  ton  and  Samp  ford  Brett  public  supply  to  VJoolston 
Moor  cottages 

3o  Chlorination  plant  and  reservoir  at  Holford 
h.  Extension  at  Kilve. 

Sewage  Disco sal. 

Seven  of  the  thirty  Parishes  within  the  district  have  main  drainage. 
Future  proposals  in  the  priority  group  include  Crowcombe  Scheme 
for  which  trail  pits  are  being  dug, and  the  Blue  Anchor  and  V/ashford 
and  Roadwater  schemes. 

Many  complaints, both  written  and  verbal  wore  received  by  the 
department,  shov/ing  concern  regarding  the  crude  sewage  washing  up 
on  the  beach  at  Blue  Anchor. 

Some  septic  tajiks  in  the  heavier  soils  of  the  area  have  given  either 
occasional  or  continuous  trouble.  One  notice  was  served  requiring 
the  re-draining  of  an  effluent  flowing  into  a  highway  surface  water 
gulleyjand  the  matter  Las  attended  to  promptly. 

There  are  still  many  sink  and  bath  wastes  discharging  into  roadside 
ditches  creating  nuisances  in  dry  weather. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Refuse  was  collected  by  contract  as  in  previous  years.  Four  tips  are 
still  in  regular  use  and  the  one  at  Stringston  is  being  extended  to 
complete  the  filling  of  a  quarry  land-scar.  Throe  of  the  tips  -in 
use  are  in  disused  quarries, the  other  being  on  the  foreshore  of 
Porlock  Bay.  There  has  been  no  serious  nuisance  of  any  kind. 

The  dumping  of  household  and  trade  refuse, especially  ashes junder 
hedges, beside  roadways  and  in  water  courses  continues, an  everpresent 
reminder  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  present  collection  service. 

Litter. 

An  additional  three  dozen  litter  baskets  have  been  sot  out  in  the 
district  to  augment  the  four  dozen  already  in  use.  Maaiy  of  the 
public  I  feel  have  become  more  litter  concious,tho  baskets  having 
been  made  good  use  of  and  when  full, other  litter  has  been  stacked 
beneath  them.  At  the  height  of  the  holida.y  season  it  became 
difficult  to  keep  baskets  cleared  at  the  busiest  points, and  cases 
have  occurred  when  a  3^'*  basket  has  been  filled  within  three  hours. 
However, the  Council’s  staf f ^icluding  the  Rodent  Operative  on  his 
roundSjand  the  Contractor’s  staff, have  kept  the  baskets  cleared  and 
quite  often  have  also  cleared  much  litter  which  has  been  indiscrimin¬ 
ately  d^rei/n  around. 

Section  C. 

Housing. 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  is  ^,326  and  of  these 
659  are  ov/ned  by  the  Local  Authority » 

Some  progress  has  been  made  with  the  Slum  Clearance  proposals, 
six  Demolition  Orders  having  boon  made  and  thirteen  Closing  Orders 
No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act, 195^, but  19  notices  have  been  served  under  Public  Health 
Act  nuisance  clauses  in  respect  of  house  defects.  Of  these, l6  have 
boon  complied  with. 


"  3 


nd^  3^l  y.DTW  i»^ii3.t5sfet&«^fica  x:i  *?«t  ^  4II-. 

^«'.S^«.«a  ®»»« 

t-v’  n  )w:v4''«i**  (j‘i  ■vxciCiirB  bi^nidfiicio  sno  &hk'7<yx^  O'*>rtoii  h 

ofj<  \jiwvj  i.iu  ,  .  .Srf«i+oa  gdiM  ea*  BjoiiKfJ,.  /noo^  tyrtJo 

3«iXqc«.  iui^ 

«».,n/i  '.r;-inirj»  ^a^-occ/rq  'iO.boiXqqjf'a  •lorijfo  baa  %a£i'i?.',Lle\t  aSuvltn 

^56^jit}  ^w€cU-??i  i'i^t^cf  sftiVBd  s^iIqo-^8  /I^/**w  oli.<ftrq,t>><-2io. 
,0X  0^  e.iole«lxo  bm  e;fdo»«vc^qsi 

.  .  XiovqfvrcH  rtooW  of  83010  aobsr^  «ca^  n^ert/xa  .X  .  ' 

^n;t.X^  oy  aiXdi,-q 

’  •v  ^^XrtolXoH  XB  xioviaaai  6iW  jrusXq  oOXdflniio.WO  •£ 

•  -•  .ovXJJi  At;  Xioi««o|x@.  .t! 

■  .  •  ■■■  '•  ■■ '  ^  ' 

GiBnXeib  xiXqo  oviul  doXidaib  eiiJ  iil/idiw  esdaXiBj  k^fX'nV 

‘  ^  Gmerl'va.adaooT/oiO  obuXorU  qiW>-i8  lol 

Molda.w  bar.  todoax  mia  baa, :ss^h  graod 

od3  \fi  JboviDOoi  o'lo^  C/tltev  }!:dj»  ri'i’i^^XTv’^  ri:fc»d  x^/^. 

.«...o,  ss  “S  Lns,»“»\v.3f4.. 

™  .,B  ,™.3.u./;vo*  ?;r~;vs  ‘£’Srs.?"a’3«' 


•’•  vrrBtnoaaO^OaulO'I  Jsac 

o-fd  lof  diio  i-08  r^'Od  073ri-‘i<fME«I  ic-WiX  ifosob  W'srtf 
TvlJ  4  irxM  .06if  fli-«Jt)B  JiXi)  twsob.  lao^  orW  ^ 

aruvwi'sd^ead  o.lX.ai'o^oAco  lod.tXX'  oiqn  officood 

OKBCod  31  .  4/bo1J>aX0^tlE)i3^^1333i  dX^AJl'Illb 

■  ^m  ^'H  ,:  ^0.,  iio.j'tPM 

7.0  x>0^  o-rUf  y:;  ,Y4->iorf'7rfA  XA6i:>J  odt  p\jWf,o  aiu 

i>\  -  •>  rrnLMTfyro  fi'>rm*2B©X0  flJij'XS  6xi5  dJXtr  eJOBia  sa^'xsowci  0£ir^J 

0/.t3c:vv;j4  zO.  .^Kt-J?pi0v  ^  ^  ,£>oJ:Xq^iioO'''^»V^ 

*  ^  •  fc  , 


33  houses  have  been  made  totally  fit  uitii  the  aid  of  grants  under 
the  Housing  Acts;  45  applications  or  enquiries  for  grants  were 
received  in  respect  of  6o  properties «  23  schemes, 9  being  from  ov/ner/ 
occupiers 5 were  approved  for  the  modernising  of  30  properties. 
Applications  in  respect  of  7  properties  were  rejected. 

The  average  cost  per  dwelling  modernj.sed  was  £5e7  and  grai.ts  varied 
from  33i‘^  to  ^Ofo  of  the  total  cost  of  improvements , a  total  cf  £6297 
being  paid  out  by  the  Local  Authority,  Eight  of  the  dwellings  modern¬ 
ised  this  year  would  have  been  the  subject  of  Demolition  or  Closing 
Orders  had  a  grant  not  been  taken  up.  The  agricultural  commimity 
has  taken  much  interest  in  the  grant  scheme, 35  worker’s  dwellings 
having  been  modernised  since  1954.  In  the  majority  of  these  instances 
the  cottages  are  rsolatod  and  their  replacement  by  Council-built  houses 
would  have  been  unlikely. 

No  Certificates  of  Disrepair  have  been  applied  for.  There  are  no 
Common  Lodging  Houses  or  Houses  let  in  Lodgings  within  the  district. 

Section  D. 

Food  Inspection  &  Supplies. 

Slaughtering  &  Meat  Inspection.  Of  the  seven  private  slaughter  houses 
in  the  district, three  only  continue  to  operate  regularly. 

There  are  no  bacon  factories.  No  horses  have  been  slaughtered  for 
human  consumption. 

The  slaughter  houses  are, in  the  main, structurally  sound  and  drainage 
is  satisfactory.  There  vras  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  animals  slaugh¬ 
tered  during  the  year, particularly  cows.  Beof  has  been  of  prime 
quality  and  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  is  very  low.  The  high  per¬ 
centage  of  cattle  and  cows  affected  with  disease  other  than  Tuberculosi 
is  attributable  to  Cirrhotic  and  Fluke-infested  livers.  In  the  case  of 
calves  and  sheep  condemnations  were  due  to  severe  bruising, taint , or 
oedema  in  casualty  animals. 

Overtime  duties  were  again  carried  out  by  both  the  Inspectors , due  more 
to  the  slaughtering  and  delivery  times  rather  than  the  amount  of 
killing.  This  involved, together  with  meat  inspection  carried  out  during 
normal  working  hours, some  3000  miles  of  travelling. 

Condemned  meat  and  offal  is  disposed  of  to  local  Hunt  kennels, an 
arrangement  that  works  quite  well. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

.  537 

20 

83 

2400 

339 

nil 

Number  inspected 

.535 

20 

83 

2308 

334 

All  diseases  exc- 
ept  T.B  and 

Cysticerci . 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

nil 

nil 

1 

8 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was 
condemned. 

m 

nil 

13 

5 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  oth^r 
than  T.B, and 
Cvsticerci . 

22’2k% 

251. 

1.20^ 

1.8% 
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Condemnations- 
cont ’ d. 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

:  Pigs 

Horses 

T . B . only . 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

nil 

nil 

nil 

1  1 

nil  i 

Part  or  organ 
condemned 

9 

nil 

nil 

nil 

1  9 

nil  i 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  v.dth  T.B. 

1.68% 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Cysticercosis . 
Carcases  affected 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil  I 

Weight  of  Meat 
Condemned  (Lbs)- 
( a) Tuberculosis 

^01 

nil 

nil 

nil 

i  91 

nil  i 

(b) Cysticercosis 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil  ; 

( c)0ther 

812 

28 

52h 

135 

nil 

Total  - 

1113 

28 

52k 

226 

nil 

other  Foodstuffs  Condemned. 


Tins  of  Meat  &  Fish  . 19 

”  Fruit  &  Vegetables  . 38 

"  ”  Condensed  or 

Evaporated  Milk  . 2 


Food  Premises  &  Food  Hygiene. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955j^-^hich  came  into  force  on  the  1st 
January  entailed  the  inspection  of  most  food  promises  i/ithin  the 
district  to  ensure  compliance  i/ith  the  requirements.  The  Regulations 
insist  that, unless  subject  to  a  certificate  of  exemptionjall  food 
premises  shall  have  a  constant  supply  of  both  hot  and  cold  water, 
that  wash-basins  be  provided  and  other  items, including  first  aid  ld.t 
accommodation  for  clothing, etc® 

Food  premises  visited  are  detailed  below, also  the  number  of  notices 
served  requiring  compliance  with  the  Regulations. 


Notices 

Notices  complied 

Inspected. 

Served, 

with. 

Butchers  Shops  . 

.  9  . 

.  . 

. ^ 

Bakehouses  . 

.  5  . 

.  3  . 

.  2 

Guest  Houses  &  Hotels  . 

. 15  . 

. nil  . 

. nil 

Cafes  <S:  Restaurants  . 

.  16  . 

.  6  . 

. 5 

Grocery  &  Provision  Stores  .. 

. 20  . : . 

.  7 . 

.  7 

Public  Houses  . 

. 25  . 

.  8  . 

The  majority  of  notices  have  been  requests  for  the  provision  of 
constant  supplies  of  hot  water, and  in  almost  every  case  this  has  been 
provided  in  the  form  of  an  electric  sink  heater  unit. 

There  were  no  dirty  or  structurally  dilapidated  premises.  Ho  certifi¬ 
cates  of  exf-^mption  have  been  applied  for. 

Notices  outstanding  against  Public  Houses  are  somewhat  in  abeyance 
pending  liaison  with  the  Licencing  Justices. 
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Section  E> 

Public  Health  Nuisances^ Complaint Sg Etc « 

There  Here  fewer  complaints  regarding  litter  than  in  the  previous 
year^neverthelessj litter  is  still  a  problem  and  most  complaints 
concerning  it  came  from  areas  where  receptacles  were  insufficient 
to  deal  with  it  at  Bank  Holidays  and  similar  times. 

During  dry  weather  many  roadside  dicches  taking  discharges  from 
sink, etc, gave  rise  to  smell  nuisances. 

Several  premises  were  disinfected  following  the  removal  of  cases 
of  infectious  disease. 

The  department  has  disinfested  six  premises  where  cockroaches  were 
a  nuisance, and  herojas  with  fly  infestations  in  roofspaces  "Gammexane” 
has  proved  very  effective. 

There  have  been  no  smoke  nuisances. 

Rodent  Control. 

The  Council’s  operative  has  been  fully  employed  throughout  the  year, 
treatments  and  inspections  carried  out  are  as  follows  s- 


Property. 

Inspected. 

Treated 

Domestic  . 

. 596 . 

. bob 

Agricultural 

.  76  . 

.  19 

Business  . 

.  ^3  . 

.  31 

Totals-  715 

Sewer  treatments  have  been  carried  out  in  accordance  vrith  Ministry 
requirements  and  'block  control'  schemes  operated  where  necessary. 
Several  letters  of  appreciation  have  been  received  by  the  department 
complimenting  the  operative  on  his  efficient  work. 

Section  F. 

Camping . 

There  was  less  camping  in  the  area  than  in  the  preceding  exceptional 
seasons . 

There  are  l6  licenced  sites  and  20  licences  in  force  for  individual 
moveable  dwellings.  From  a  resident  population  of  approximately  20 
campers  all  the  year  round, the  number  increased  to  somwhore  in  the 
region  of  3000  per  day  at  the  height  of  the  season. 

Section  G^ 

Factories  Act^lOlT. 

The  number  of  factories  in  the  district  decreased  from  56  to  5l  in 
all.  A  complaint  was  received  from  H.M. Inspector  of  Factories 
regarding  the  condition  of  certain  premises  and  the  necessary  action 
was  taken.  Inspections  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  and  the 
department  is  about  to  commence  a  survey  of  all  Factories  requiring 
Certificates  as  to  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire. 

There  are  12  outworkers  residing  within  the  district. 

Pet  Animals  Act. 

Rag  Flock  Act. 

There  are  no  pet  shops  within  the  district  or  premises  dealing  in 
rag  flock. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act. 

Details  of  action  taken  are  dealt  with  under  Section  E. 

Section  H. 

Summary  of  Visits  &  Inspections. 


Housing  Acts.l9l6-195k-. 

Housing  Inspections  .  769 

Statutory  Notices  Served  .  30 

Informal  Notices  Served  .  Ib- 
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Public  Health  ActSo 

Inspections  of  Drainage  &  Souerago  .  106 

”  ”  Water  Supplies  .  52 

”  ”  Refuse  Disposal  .  llB 

”  Camping  Sites  .  VJ 

”  ”  Filthy  or  Verminous  Promises  .  29 

'*  ”  Sanitary  Fittings  .  6 

”  Nuisances  .  50 

”  "  Public  Conveniences  .  8 

Statutory  Notices  Served  .  9 

Food  &  Drugs  Acts. 

(See  also  under  Sec sD, Food  Premises  &  Food  Hygiene) 

Inspections  of  Slaughterhouses  .  3^ 

”  ”  Knackers  Yards  .  7 

Factories  Act. 

Inspections  . l8 

Total  Complaints  Received  .  117 

”  Investigated  . 117 


This  year  has  seen  the  redesignation  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to 
the  title  of  Public  Health  Inspectors cmoro  in  keeping  uith  and 
descriptive  of 5 their  duties.  No  doubr  much  correspondence  uill 
continue  to  be  addressed  to  The  "Sanitary  Inspector" jas  even  today 
some  letters  arrive  addressed  to  "Inspector  of  Nuisances" ja  title 
relinquished  in  1875^ 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  thank  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  their  continued  good  vrorkc 


I  amjMr. Chairman, Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
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